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Youth Minister Announces ? — 


Funding for Cooperative Education 


More than 35,000 students across Canada will combine 
work experience with their studies, thanks to 

e1o.5 militon’ in 1990-91 funding for 92 projects under 
Employment and Immigration Canada's Cooperative 
Education program. 


The funding was announced today by the 
Honourable Marcel Danis, Minister of State for Youth, 
Fitness and Amateur Sport. 


Mrersevital coethe= L£ucure of OUT COUNTY 
that we keep young people in school," Mr. Danis said. 
"Cooperative education is a necessary tool in our 
government's efforts to help young students stay in 


school and acquire the skills needed in today's highly 
specialized workforce." 


a+i 


Canada 


While Cooperative Education is available to 
students at both the post-secondary and secondary 
levels, more emphasis is being placed on helping high 
school students and using the program as part of the 
federal government's efforts to keep young people from 


dropping out. 


Many high school level projects help 
potential dropouts, handicapped and special need 
students ease their transition into the workforce. 
They also provide experience in areas such as tourisn, 


construction, advertising and the public sector. 


As well, post-secondary students gain 
experience through work terms in fields related to 
their studies in such areas as chemical science, 


engineering and business administration. 


"The bridge between school and the world of 
work may be a difficult one to cross unless young 
people have work experience to complement their 
studies," said Mr. Danis. "The Cooperative Education 
program bolsters that bridge and helps smooth the 


transition." 


In April of 1989, the federal government 
introduced details of its Labour Force Development 
Strategy (LFDS), within which is proposed support for 
job-related education for young people. Funds 
allocated to Cooperative Education will be increased, 


with a focus at the secondary school level. 


"The Cooperative Education movement has an 
important role to play in the future development and 
adaptability of our workforce," the Minister noted. 
"Ours is a workforce that needs increasing skill levels 


in response to the demands of a global economy." 


"In this context, Canada can no longer 
tolerate a 30 per cent high school dropout rate, with 
young people trying to enter the labour force with 
minimal skills. However, mechanisms like Cooperative 
Education, combined with the impetus provided by the 
recently-announced Stay-in-School Initiative and the 
Labour Force Development Strategy, can ensure that our 
young people contribute their full potential to our 


national growth," the Minister added. 


Cooperative Education is part of the Canadian 
Jobs Strategy's Job Entry program. Under the program, 
secondary school boards, colleges, CEGEPs and 
universities may receive a maximum of $200,000 for up 
to four years to launch or expand a Cooperative 


Education project. 


Projects must receive the support of the 
appropriate provincial department of education before 
being submitted for funding under the Cooperative 


Education program. 


A list of projects by province and a 
backgrounder on the Cooperative Education program are 
attached. 
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For information: 


Micheline Racette 
Minister of State for Youth 
(819) 994-2424 


Jean Dupont 

Worker Programs 

Employment and Immigration Canada 
(819) 953-1916 


BACKGROUNDER 
COOPERATIVE EDUCATION 


Cooperative Education is a component of the Canadian Jobs 
Strategy's Job Entry program. Under the program, secondary 
school boards, colleges, CEGEPs and universities may receive a 
maximum of $200,000 in funding for up to four years to offset the 


costs of launching or expanding a Cooperative Education program. 


Under Cooperative Education, students alternate schooling with 


study-related work experience in the private or public sector. 


Cooperative Education provides funding to educational 
institutions to run provincially-approved work-study programs. 
It is an integral part of EIC's school-to-work transition 


programs. 


During the five years of its existence, approximately $30 million 
has gone to support close to 250 Cooperative Education projects 


across the country. 


Funding is provided for up to four years, on a declining formula, 
with EIC providing 85 per cent in the first year. Projects are 
cost-shared with the educational institution involved. The 
maximum federal grant has been set at $200,000 over the four 


years, while the institution's share would be $120,000. 


Funds help offset the administrative costs associated with 
starting up or expanding an existing project. Grants are mainly 
used for the salary of a co-ordinator managing the project, as 
well as for travel expenses for monitoring the students' progress 
and other costs. While on work terms, post-secondary students 
are paid wages at competitive rates by the employer; secondary 


students need not be paid. 


A typical post-secondary project would involve students during 
the first eight months in academic study in their chosen field, 
and would include work orientation programs (e.g. life skills 
such as job search, job retention and working environment). 
Students then proceed on their first four-month work term with an 
employer, at the end of which they return to the classroom for 
additional alternating four-month study periods and work terms 
with the same or a new employer. The overall length of the 


student's participation varies according to the field of study. 


While secondary projects have much shorter work terms (minimum of 
200 hours), the work must be productive and the student cannot 


simply be an observer. 


Many types of programs receive funding. At the secondary level, 
projects range from helping potential drop-outs, handicapped and 
special needs students make the transition into the work force, 
to projects in tourism, construction, advertising and the public 
sector. Post-secondary projects are in areas such as 
engineering, chemical science, computer science, mineral 
technology, farm machinery, water resources technology, and 


business administration. 


On April 11, 1989, the federal government introduced details of 
its Labour Force Development Strategy (LFDS). Among other 
initiatives, the government proposed increased support for job- 
related education for young people, with a focus at the secondary 
school level. 


The government's longer-term goal, in working closely with the 
provinces, is to make Cooperative Education programs available in 


as many high schools as possible in Canada. 
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Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 with funding from 
University of Toronto 


https://archive.org/details/31/761120634415 
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